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IDC Projects 183 Billion App Downloads in 2015
July 6, 2011

According to the latest projections by International Data Corporation

(IDC), mobile app downloads are on track to grow from a relatively paltry ..
10.7 billion in 2010 to 182.7 billion in 2015. &
IDC presented its research and projections in its study entitled Q
“Worldwide and U.S. Mobile Applications, Storefronts, Developer, and In-
App Advertising 2011-2015 Forecast: Emergence of Post download Business Models.”

But perhaps the most intriguing element of the IDC research report is the monetization trend behind the
rampant app growth.

“While this number is impressive, the even bigger story behind the numbers is an impending shift away
from the current, near-total reliance upon initial app download purchases as the primary focus of app
monetization to a rapidly growing focus on in-app purchasing to fund business models,” the report reads.
Hands down, the IDC reports, in-app purchase and in-app advertising will drive the growth of app
development like no other factors in the coming four years.

"App developers are not only focusing on ways to ‘appify’ just about every interaction you can think of in
your physical and digital worlds, they are now focusing on longer term sustainability issues,” says Scott
Ellison, vice president, Mobile and Connected Consumer Platforms. “The user sustainability trifecta of social
networking, location, and the cloud are now increasingly being supported by the business model financial
trifecta of application store purchases, in-app purchasing, and in-app advertising.”

Source: Mobile Marketing Watch, July 5, 2011
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